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SENATORS MULL CHANCE
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) V/ASHINGTON -— The Senate Intel-
lgg'ence Committee, after a yeur of ac-
tivity that has been almost as secre-

tive as the agencies it monitors, is -

considering concentrating the.avthor-
ity for the nation’s entire jnteilizence
in a singla office known as a “Direc-
tor of National Ineliigence” . » ~
In the past, the head of the:Central
Intelligance Agency also- has-earried
the title of “Dircctor of Cantral Intel-
ligence,” but has lacked meaningiul

ligence |
Wlay Be Ceniralized

control over large segments of the

intelligence cormmunity, particularly
th‘e National Security Agency and
otner agencies housed within the De-
partment of Deiense,

Senior senators on the committee,

which is ready to go public with a :
series of hearing, recommendations,

bills and reports that could reshape’
the intelligence community and set
the pattern of congressionsl oversigat
for years to come, saild that the’
present thinking of the committes was-
that the new “Directer of National!
Intelligence” should have control of
the. NSA and its woridwide communi-’
cations intercept and code-breaking
activities.

“We'd have to give him the tools .

he’d need to run the extire operaticn,.

and -that includes budgst authority”: .

and to set priorities, said Sen. Vialter

‘D. Huddleston. “We can't place the re-

sponsibility oa hitn witheut giving him
tae authority,” he said.
" In the months ahead, the committee
plans to hold hearings on secrecy and
espionage laws, report on the quality
of intelligence-gathering -about China

and the Soviet Usnion, draft a new -
lezislative charter for the Central

“Intelligence Agency, and reveal a

lump-sum figure of the cost of intelli-

geace.
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" “¥le are going to propose an in-
depth and massive restructuring of
our laws,” Sen. Daniel X. Inouye, D-
Hawali, the committze chairman, said
recently.

The oversight committes, created
after a select comunitiee headed by
Sen. Trank Church, D-Idaho, docu-
mented scores of improper and iliegal
acts by the nation’s inteiligence com-
runity, will mark is first anniversary
Trursday with a report io the Serate
on the activities of its first year,

The report is cxpacted to be general
in nature, and not to discuss in any de-
tail the covert operations ihe
cominittee has exarmined or the alle-

gatisns it has prohed. But QU ds

expacted to contain a strong state-
ment by the subesinmittee on Rigats
of Americans, headsd by Sen. Birch
Bayh, D-Ind, that pledges the com-
mittee to, as Bayh put i, “establish

the rule of law ia intelligence activi~ -

ties and law enforcement.”

" 1In a series of interviews last weelk,

Tnouye and the chairmmen of his six
subcommittees insisted that the intel-
ligence agencies had given them good
cooperation to date, and ihat ihe ex-
perience of the first vear suggasts
that serious congressional oversight is
possibla.

They indicated that they have come
to agree that the inteiligence agencies
are vital, that there are legitimate
“pational security” secrets to be
guarded, and that there are important

“national security” operations to be..

conducted. C

But they also agreed that major
decisions and debates lie ahead, and
that the coming year could be crucial
in determining what the futuce of con-
gressional oversight will be.
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T “¥e have the capabdility, but the

question is whether we will write the
laws tight enough,” said Sen. Joseph
R. Biden, D-Del. “Ii we don't codify -
the rights of Americans, and if we

_don’t define in law just what tae

(intellizence agencies) can and can’t

do... the ball game is over as fac as

oversight is concerned.”
In general, the inteiligence com-
munity would preiet unly broad guide-

* lines, while some of the critics of past 1

abuses argue that the charter shauld
contain the specific recommendations
_of the Caurch Conmitiee, which vrere
designed to control covert operaticas
abroad, and to place tight restrictions
cn domesiic political spying at home. -

. “We would he inclined to b2 very
specific,” Huddleston said. ‘But it is
‘natural that the executive branch

would like to be as flexible as possi-~

ble.” : . -
Military intelligence sources said
Surday that any attempt to shift con-
trol of NSA away from the Deiense
Department would likely encounter
esistance at the Pentagon, which
would argue that it could not obtain
the tactical intellizence it reads if

NSA were reorientad toward a “pa- !

tional intelligence” mission.

ot v vrm————— s 8 8 Pime o PER ey e

H

But several coramittee mernbers

said that there was some support foc
reshaping the entire intelligence
opzration in the years ahead to yive

less emphasis to tactical iateliigencs -

and more to national intelligence vital
to forsiga policy and economic policy.
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